
“Stumpy” the Norwegian orca is provisioned and 
accepted by no less than five groups of orca
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The story of  "Stumpy" is  an example of  the ins ight  we can gain in to
the l i fe  of  k i l ler  whales through long- term observat ions of  known
ind i v i d  ua l s .

"Stumpy" is  a young k i l ler  whale who was born in  r995.  He was f i rs t
observed in Tysf jord in  t996,  and he then had ser ious in jur ies to h is
spine and dorsal  f in .  He was in the company of  h is  mother ,  and they
were swimming c lose to the NEr5 group,  but  the mother  is  not  a
member of  that  group.

We did not  see "Stumpy" again for  several  years and assumed he had
not  surv ived h is  extensive in jur ies.  Then,  in  zooz,he was suddenly back
in Tysf jord.  We now got  more and bet ter  p ic tures of  h im and were able
to see that  h is  le f t  s ide was badly damaged.  He appeared to have been
hi t  by a boat  when he was a smal l  ca l f .

We have several  observat ions of  "Stumpy" when he was 7-8 years o ld,
and  h i s  behav iou r  t e l l s  us  t ha t  he  i s  no t  l i ke  o the r  k i l l e r  wha les .  A  k i l l e r
whale of  that  age is  normal ly  at tached to i ts  mother  and i ts  fami ly
group,  but  instead of  swimming wi th h is  fami ly ,  "Stumpy" swims wi th
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a variety of groups. We have identif ied at least f ive different groups
which have been looking af ter  h im.  Both in  zooz and zoo3,  he was seen
several  t imes wi th the NEr5 group,  and i t  was par t icu lar ly  in terest ing
that  on those occasions he was accompanied by an adul t  male who d iJ
not  belong to the group.  l t  seems as though "stumpy" feels  a st rong
bond to the NEr5 group,  perhaps h is  own fami ly  group broke away f rom
i t .  Bu t  why  th i s  adu l t  ma le  i s  w i t h  "S tumpy"  when  he  i s  w i t h  t he  NEr5
group rs a mysrery.

When the k i l ler  whales are feeding,  "Stumpy" general ly  remains on the
edge of  the group.  His deformed spine probably prevents h im div ing
proper ly ,  but  we have st i l l  not  succeeded in obta in ing observat ions and
f i lm of  h is  movements under water .  Even though he is  unable to take
part  in  pursuing herr ing,  he obviously  gets enough food.  He probably
eats some of  the herr ing that  have been stunned by the other  animais
in the group he is  accompanying.  There are a lso two observat ions of
adu l t s  t ak ing  a  he r r i ng  t o  "S tumpy" .

In addi t ion to ensur ing that  "s tumpy" gets food,  i t  is  very obvious that
the adul ts  he is  wi th protect  h im.  l t  is  not  easy to get  near  h im wi th a
boat .  One or  two adul t  whales are general ly  between "Stumpy" and the
boat ,  and on several  occasions we have seen them push h im away f rom
boats,  or  swim up beside h im and guide h im away f rom them.

Since k i l ler  whales l ive in  fami ly  groups wi th s t rong bonds between
indiv iduals,  i t  is  perhaps not  so st range that  "s tumpy" is  looked af ter .
Neve r the less ,  i t  i s  su rp r i s i ng  t ha t  a  d i sab led  i nd i v i dua l  i s  be ing  taken
care of  by several  groups.  Even though he was seen wi th h is  mother
the f i rs t  year ,  we do not  know her  ident i ty ,  and consequent ly  nor  do we
know which fami ly  group "Stumpy" or ig inal ly  belongs to.

I t  wi l l  be exci t ing to see what  happens to h im when he becomes sexual ly
ma tu re  and  an  adu l t -whe the r  he  w i l l  s t i l l  be  l ooked  a f t e r  by  o the rs .
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The f rst photo of "Stumpy", from t996
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"Stumpy" with the NR group, resting while
the other animab are hunting.

"Stumpy" beingled away by members of the

NR group.-
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