Report on the Physical & Behaviousdsatus of
Morgan,
the Wild-Born Orca held in Captivity,
at Loro ParqueTenerife, Spain

Dr Ingrid N. Visse® (2012) for the Free Morgan Foundatiomfvw.freemorgan.org
* version 1.2 (typos fixedTekoa &Kiesslingmisspeltand fixed Ihserted missing Figure numbers)

Morgan the female orca, held &bro Parquebegging for food.

Scarsnflicted byLoro Parqu@rca, are visible on her eye patch.
Photo © Dr Ingrid N. Visser
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Executive Summary

Morgan was to be held at.oro Parqueas an interim measure whilst the legality of
her continued captivity was debated. The main consideratiostated as to why
she was sentto this facility, despite data to show otherwise, was so she could
socialise with other orca.

Since her transfer she has been brutally and continually attacked and is subjected
to excessive sexual pressure from a male orca who she is often locketbithe
same tankwith.

The author observed Morgan for 77 hours and 16 minutes, v@r eight days
(spread over a 24 day period). During that timdame, an unprecedented 91
aggression events were documented, alvolving Morgan.

A similar study, looking at aggression in captive orcéobserving them for 1,872 hours, i.e., 78
days) recorded only eight aggressive episodes.

Morgan, was attacked, on averagejore thanoncean hour.
The aher study recordedan aggressive episode only once every 234 hours

Put another way, Morgan iover than 100 times more likelikely to be attacked at
Loro Parguethan the orca inthe other study.

Since her arrival atLoro Parque Morgan hasbeen inflicted with more than 320
puncture and bite marks (all documented by photographs)This does not include
the damage she has selfflicted from abnormal and repetitive behaviours such
as banging ter head on the concrete tanks.

Additionally, Morgan is wearing her teeth down from chewing on the concrete.
Teeth wear incaptive orca often leads to infections.Theseabnormal behaviours
are a direct result of borelom from being held in a featureless environment in
which she is provided little if any stimulation.

There is a clear lack of empathy for this animal from the trainers, who ignore her calls for
attention and her cries for helpand disregard aggressive aticks on her by the other animals,
even when they are within meters of thee events when they occur.

Executive Recommendation

Morgan should be removed from Loro Parque immediately
and placed into a sea-pen. |If her physical and mental
health are to be preserved there is no other option
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Context of this Report.

O-10CAT 6 EO A wihoGvasgaptdAd fram the wildomAJane 2010and hassince
been in twoentertainment parks which keep captive cetaceangor public, circus-style, shows.
Despite kengthy debates in which it wasjnter alia, suggested that Morgan be moved tasemi-

natural or seapen facility during the deliberations and legal battles about her status and
repatriation to the wild , the captive industry hasrefused to considersuchoptions.

In the face of extreme controversythe first park (Dolfinarium Harderwijk) in the Netherlands,
transported Morgan (with the help of SeaWorld USA entertainment parkst), to the second
entertainment park (Loro Parqus, in Spain on the 29" of Novembe 2011

Loro Parquehas an extremely dysfunctional group of orca who were all captiveorn. They
regularly exhibit behaviour outside the social and physical norms for both captive and wild
born orca. This includes attacks on trainers;
1 2007, a male orca Tekoa, 7 years old at the time) attacked a trainer in the water and
attempted to drown her;
1 2009, a female orca (Skyla, 5 years old at the time) attacked a trainer in the water
pinning him to the side of the tank;
1 2009, a male orca (Keto, at 1fears oldat the time) attacked a trainer in the water and
killed him

All of these orca are now considered so dangerous that the trainers do not enter the water with
them.

One of the females (Kohana), who had been bred when she wasextremely young animal
(only 7 years old), has attacked and rejected botbf her calves. Consequently, these calves
have had to be hand reared, creating further behavioural and social issues.

Furthermore, of more importance with respect to Morgan, the orca dtoro Parqueare known
for their attacks and bullying within the group. Of particular note is a doradult male orca
known as Teka. Visser (2011) reported to the Cart (7 November 2011) that Teka is the
most attacked andbitten orca in the world-wide captive industry.

Since- T OC Airiv@alGt Loro Parque she has not integrated with the other orcaheld there.
Although Loro ParqueOOA O OEA OAOI 1QIEOAROAGE ODACOAOBABS O
those orca, unfortunately there is no harmoniousinteractions and no individuals relating as
equals, rather, Morgan has been attacked, bitten, rammed and bullibg the other orca on a

daily basis.

This report is compiled from 77 hours and 16 minutes ofobservations obtained during public
viewing times and public viewing areas. Although constrained by this, the report leaves no
doubt as to the severity of the events reported here. Furthermore, other evidence
corroborates thesefindings and reveals that Morgan should be removed fronboro Parque
immediately.

! Almunia (2012) Unpublished report on the introduction of a rescOecinus orcandividual into the Orca Ocean
group.
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Observation Metho ds

The author observed Morgan fof77 hours & 16 minutes(during 8 days, overa 24 dayperiod).
$AOAEI AA 11 cO x AvethviodrAm®erdailf timelb@igeAduin@observatiors.
Interactions and altercations between Morgan and the other orca we also noted in these logs.
All injuries reported herein were documented by photographs and some behavioural issues (e.
g, stereotypic behaviour, attacks) documented on videdetails are given inAppendix One

Morgan

On 12 July 2012; T OCAT 8 O dnt vieted endth: 437 cm (i.e., nearly 1 m longer than at
her capture 2 years earlier) andWeight: 1364 kg / 3007 Ib (i.e., 943 kg / 2079 Ib more than
her capture) (pers. com. Javier Almunig).

Of note is that Morgan is longer than the tinMedical Tankis deep(4.2 (deep) x 7.1 x 12.4 m)
and the tank is less thar2x her length, at its widest.

Results
Interactions between Morgan and the other Orca at Loro Parque.

Aggressive behaviour was seen between Morgan and all five orca held labro Parque
Although only photographs are presented herein, video documentation of attacks were also
recorded by the author. Additionally, video taken by members of the public has also been

assessed. GnOOAE OEAAT EAO AAAT DI OOAA 11 SOwmiages OAA
that Morgan was attackedand bitten, with fresh scars from the assault clearly visible During
OEEO DPAOOEAOI AO OEAAT j &EEI T AA £EOT T A OAMEET A

Parque has now banned public access too), Morgan could leard calling out loudly (loud
enough to be heard through the thick glass panel). She presses her face against the window
where the viewers are watching. This video can be viewed at:
http://www.you tube.com/watch?v=Z5MyNC2sViw

Rammings in cetaceans (whales, dolphins and porpoises3uch as those illustrated below
(Figures 4 z 10) are violent interactions and canresult in severe bruising, rib fractures with
associated haemorrhaging and bruising, motured lungs resulting from penetration by
fractured ribs, severed arteries and spinal dislocatior{Patterson et al., 1998, Jett and Ventre,
2011). Broken ribs have been implicated in the death of cetacear{€lark et al., 2006)and
bruising has been thought to aggravate death throughdvancingtoxic invasion of bacteria in
captive cetaceangBuck et al., 1987)

Even teeth marks from bies (called rake marks) inflicted byconspecifics (same species)an be
life threatening. Although rake marks may appear to some observers to be benign (or just
superficial injuries), they have beenmplicated in the deaths of captive dolphindWaples and
Gales, 2002)and shown to allow bacteria to enter into the blood stream of captive bottlenose
dolphins and cause death{Buck et al., 1987, Zappulli et al., 2005) Orca are susceptible to the

Head of Loro Parque Foundatiph? July 2012weightmeasurementaken 1 July 2012)

© 2012. NOT TO BE CITED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THiektIOHOR) 4



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5MyNC2s-Mw

same bacteria as bottlenose dolphins and have died from similar infection&riffin and
Goldsberry, 1968, Klontz, 1970, Genwood and Taylor, 1978) Morgan has more than 150
rakes on her left side, more than 120 rakes on her right side and more than 50 rake marks on
her ventral surface. These are all wounds which havgeen inflicted since her arrival at Loro
Parque They lave been documented in photographs €.g.,Figures 12 - 18), which were all
taken from the public viewing area (i.e., no close inspection of Morgan was permitted)

Stress (of which aggression is a contributing factor) within a captive community of cetaces is
known to lead to illness and deati(Waples and Gales, 2002) It has also been known for more
than 45 years that captive animals, confiad to a limited environment and with controlled
social grouping (e.g., trainers deciding which animals are locked togethegan have escalated
social pressures(Hedinger, 1964). As a result social encounters can become more intensive
(i.e., aggression increases) because individuals have limited means of escéedinger, 1964).
Incompatible or inappropriate
group structure has led to
aberrant and aggressive
behaviours which culminate in
injury, illness and mortality in
dolphins (McBride and Kiritzler,
1951, Caldwell and Caldwell,
1977, Wood, 1977)

(Figure 1). Nakai the captive
born orca was attacked by two
other orca and brutally injured.

Four puncture marks can be seen

at the lower right edge of the
wound (arrow) by the trainers
shoe. Note how the spacing of

™ these puncture marks is similar to

. OEAO 1 &£ . AEAEBSO

confirming that these originated
AOT T OEA AGOHhethEET C

(photo taken at SeaWorld San
Diego 30 Sept 2012)
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Figure 2. Fresh bite marks (called rake marks, indicated by arrow) on Adan &bro Parque

This photograph was taken shortly after an altercabn was observed between Morgan and

Adan (which was instigated by Morgan). Both orca were locked in the tiny Medical Tank

Ol CAOEAO j-1TOGCAT 80 Al OOAI &£ET OEOEAI A &£ OAcOIl

Figure 33 &OAOE OAEA | A<uE ONote bido thhtAhere ar®les® prapdiced
wounds and scars (arrows) from earlier bite marks. (photo date 20 June 2012).
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Ramming, Body Slams, Rake Marks.

Morgan was observed to be forcefully rammed by either Kohana or Skyla (10 aBd/ears old,
respectively) (Figures 4, 5and 8), or both operating together (Figures6 and 7), on multiple
occasions. They were photographed ramming her at least six times. Further evidence of
bullying was photographed (such as bodyglamsFigure 9 and pinning against aink walls Figure
10).

The pair of female orca (Kohana and Skyla) are the main instigators of attacks on Morgan. It is
abundantly clear that they should be kept separated from her at all times.

Figure 4. Morgan,as she is rammed and pushed sidewaysy/lithe female orca, Skyldright) . Note the
xAOAO AAET ¢ AEODPI AAAA AAEET A -1 OCAT80 Al OOAI £EI
2012).

Figure 5. Morgan (partially obscured on right) as she is rammed and pushed sideways by the
femalel OAAh 3 EUI A8 . T OA OEA AiT010 1T &£ xAOAO A}
frame), as she is forced sideways. Also note the amount of water Skyla is displacing (visible
washing up over her body) as she rushes forward and rams Morgan. (photo; 2iéne 2012)




Figure 6. Morgan (head out of water, on right) as she is rammed and pushed backwards by the
two female orca, Skyla and Kohana. Note the amount of water being displaced as Morgan is
forced backwards. See Figuré for full frame photograph of this cropped image.

Figure 7. The fulframe photograph of Figure6. Note the trainers standing to the right.
During all the attacks recorded by the author the trainers were present, yet ignored them.
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Figure 8. Skyla (female orca, left, obsaed by gate) rams Morgan (right) and partially lifts her out of the water.. / 4 %d, -lowé Caddald O
peduncleis concave from force of ramming (at impact site). Water is displaced at impact site & on Morga® | A£O0 j ORgdar®d 1 £ £EO/
weighs 1364 kg, requiring her be to hit with asubstantial force, in order for her to belift ed out of the water this high. See following page for

sequence of photos.This photograph igC) in the sequence, below (23 June 2012, at 10:15:10 hrs).
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Figure8j AT ). @efjuence of events of ramming. Time frame between the first and last photograptidar seconds (given in hh:mm:ss).

10:15:06 10:15:10 10:15:10
(A) (B) (©) (D) (E)
(B) Skyla approaches
underwater
(not photographed)
(A)Morgan is at the surfacg10:15:06) (C)Skyla rams Morgan (semlargementabove (10:15:10)
(D) Morganlifts tail (10:15:10) (B) Morgan lifts tail.Skyla[+ ]<3]v 3Vidible((10:15:1D
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